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STONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


A  N  N  U  A  L  REPORT 

Q-F  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

1.2..1A 

To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the 
Stone  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  1956.  The  report 
has  been  compiled  on  the  general  lines  indicated  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

From  the  general  body  of  the  report  there  are  several  items  which  should 
be  noted. 

1.  A  decrease  in  the  Population  of  the  Area  from  16,730  to  16,690. 

2.  A  further  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasm  of 
the  lung  and  Bronchus  from  2  in  1955  to  1  in  1956.  (The  figure  for  1954 
was  4) 

3.  A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Coronary  Disease  from  17 
in  1955  to  19  in  1956  (figures  for  1954  was  15 )• 

This  latter  numerical  increase  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  in¬ 
crease  given  for  England  and  Wales,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  definite  con¬ 
nection  between  this  disease  and  certain  categories  of  employment  and  nodes 
of  living. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  the  Health  Visitors  and  Staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I  have  received: 
from  them  during  tho  year. 

I  an, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  MURRAY. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

F.  J.  Murray. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

C.  Arthur. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector . 

W.  Hawkos.  C.R.S.I. 

Who  is  also  Surveyor.  Inspector  under  the  Housing 
Shops  and  Petroleum  Acts  and  Rodent  Officer. 

Assistants  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

B.  K.  Lovatt.  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.H. ,  (Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector ) 
L.  P.  Poole,  M.S.I.A. ,  A.R.3.H.  (Additional  Public  Health  Inspector) 

( to  January  1956 ) 

Miss  E.  E.  Freakley,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.H.  (Additional  Public  Health  Inspector). 

(from  April.  1956) 

Clerk  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

E.  J.  Bevan. 


Junior  Clerk  and  Trainee. 

J .  West, 

(to  April,  1956) 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres . . . 61, 249* 

Population  (Registrar  General  Return).... . 16,690. 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses . 4>345* 

Population  Density  per  house . 3.83 

Commercial  Fremises . 43 

Shops . . . 107 

Industrial  Premises . 23 

Licensed  Premises . . . 42 

Miscellaneous . 117 

Entertainment  and  Recreational . 18 

Rateable  Value . £193,316 

Penny  Rate .  £877 
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NOTES  ON  STATISTICS. 


Population.  The  Population  of  the  Area  is  now  16,690  which  is  a  decrease 
by  40  from  the  figure  for  1955. 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  in  the  area  for  1956  totalled  243  which 
figure  is  3  less  than  the  number  for  1955  (246 )  This  gives  a  birth  rate 
for  the  Area  of  14.5  (14»7  in  1955)  which  is  a  lower  figure  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  namely  15.6 

D oaths .  The  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area  for  1956  totalled  141  (143  in  1955) 
Tliis  gives  a  Death  Rate  for  the  Area  of  8.2  (8.54  in  1955)  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.7. 

Infant  Deaths.  The  number  of  Infants  Linder  1  year  of  age  who  died  totalled 
7  (6  in  1955)  Of  these  4  were  under  4  weeks  old.  (the  same  figure  as  in 
1955) 

Notifiable  and  Infectious  Diseases.  Notices  of  71  cases  of  Notifiable  and 
Infectious  were  received  in  1956  which  is  83  less  than  the  figure  in  1955* 
The  table  of  Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases  shows  the  number  of  each 
disease  and  the  comparable  figure  for  1955. 

National  Assistance  /  ct.  No  action  was  taken  under  the  Act  during  1956. 

Evacuees.  During  the  period  October  to  December  1956,  950  evacuees  from  the 
Near  East  wore  admitted  to  Drake  and  Frobisher  Hostels.  Each  of  these  were 
examined  on  arrival  at  the  Hostels,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  all  were  free 
from  any  Infectious  Disease. 

Vital  Statistics.  These  statistics  give  particulars  of  Births  and  Deaths  for 
the  Stone  Rural  Area  and  compares  the  various  rates  per  1,000  of  population 
with  tho  Rato  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Complete  list  of  the  causes  of 
Deaths  is  included  in  the  report. 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 


jLivo  Births. 

| 

Still 

Births. 

Deaths  of 
infants 
under  1  year 
of  ago. 

Deaths  of 
infants 
under  4  weeks 
of  age. 

Male. 

F  emale . 

Male. 

Female • 

Male.  Female 4 

Male.  Female. 

125 

110 

3 

! 

!  4 

5 

1 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

130 

113 

5 

4 

6 

1 

4 
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Maternal  Mortality, 


Maternal  Causes, 
excluding  abortion. 

Due  to  abortion. 

Total  Maternal  Mortality. 

Birth  &  Death  Rato. 

Comparability  Factors.  Births  0.95  Deaths  1.17. 


Deaths  in 

Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Stone  R.D.C. 

and  Still  Births 

I 

L.  . 

in  Stone  R.D.C. 

1 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil 

Live  births  per  1,000  population. 

Live  births  per  1,000  population  adjusted. 

Still  Births  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  births. 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted. 

Death  rate,  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births. 

Death  rate,  infants  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births. 


Stone  H»D*  Eng  & 

14.5  15.6 

13.7 

35.7  23. C 

8.9  11.7 

10.4 

28.8  23.8 

16.4  16.9 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


1.  Tuberculosis.  Respiratory. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

Total 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis.  Other. 

.. 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease. 

— 

— 

- 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough, 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections. 

- 

- 

mm 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

— 

- 

- 

8,  Measles. 

— 

— 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases. 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach. 

4 

- 

4 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Brunchus. 

1 

- 

1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast. 

— 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus. 

- 

1 

1 

14*  Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 

4 

10 

14 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia, 

1 

— 

1 

16.  Diabetes. 

— 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

8 

13 

21 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina. 

13 

6 

19 

19.  Hypertension  with  HGart  Disease. 

2 

- 

2 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease. 

14 

13 

Z7 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

3 

5 

8 

22.  Influenza. 

- 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia. 

5 

1 

6 

24.  Bronchitis. 

2 

3 

5 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

2 

- 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

- 

- 

- 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

1 

- 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

2 

1 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of .  Prostrate. 

2 

- 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion. 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  Malformations. 

3 

1 

4 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases. 

9 

3 

12 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

- 

- 

- 

34.  All  Other  Accidents. 

2 

1 

3 

35.  Suicide. 

- 

- 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War. 

— 

— 

Totals. 

78 

63 

141. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious  and  notifiable 
diseases  sent  in  by  Medical  Practitioners  during  the  year  1956. 


DISEASE. 

1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

1955. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

9 

Whooping  Cough. 

21 

10 

4 

3 

38 

18 

Measles. 

3 

2 

2 

1 

S 

104 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia.  Acute  Primary. 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

6 

Erysipelas. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis.  Paralytic. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis.  Non-Paralytic. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Dysentery. 

12 

— 

- 

- 

12 

14 

Meningococccal  Infection. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Food;  Poisoning. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

4 

FOOD  POISONING. 


No.  of  No.  of  Actual 

Outbreaks.  Cases  No.  of 

Notified.  Cases. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Organisms  or  other 
agents  responsible 
with  number  of  out¬ 
breaks  of  each. 

Foods  involved 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of 
each. 

/  3  2 

Nil. 

Undiscovered 

Not  known. 

TUBE  CULOSIS. 


On  Register  31st  December,  1955* 

New  Cases  notified  or  Transferred  in 
Total. 

Deaths. 

Removed  on  transfer  out  or  recovery. 
Total  Removed. 

Total  remaining  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1956. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

tale 

Female 

Male  • 

Female 

25 

10 

1 

7 

1 

1 

— 

2 

26 

11 

1 

9 

4 

2 

- 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

5 

3 

a. 

_ 

21 

8 

1 

_ 
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report  of  chief  public  health  inspector  on  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  AREA. 


Bye-Laws  made  by  the  Council  are  now  in  force  with  regard  to  the  following. 


New  Buildings. 

New  Streets. 

Water  Supplies.  (Now  administered 
by  the  Staffs.  Potteries  Water  Brd) 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Common  Lands. 

Dust  Bins. 

Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
of  Food  for  sale,  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  the  open  air. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES . 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  respect  of  water  samples  taken 
during  the  year. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Drinking  Water  Supplies . 29 

Satisfactory . .15 

Unsatisfactory . . . 14 


Chemical  Examinations  of  Drinking  Water  Supplies. . ...29 

Satisfactory. . .17 

Unsatisfactory. . . . 12 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Eastern  Area  Supply  Scheme . 

The  Eastern  Parishes  Water  supply  scheme  intended  to  serve  the  areas 
known  as  Stone  Heath,  Sharp ley  Heath,  Coton  Hayes,  Milwich  and  Gar shall  Green 
together  with  extensions  to  supply  the  'illages  of  Sandon  and  Burston  has  now 
been  abandoned. 


An  independent  scheme  for  supplying  the  villages  of  Sandon  and  Burston  only 
with  water  from  the  Stafford  Borough  Corporation  main  has  been  prepared  for 
consideration  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Yarnfield  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  connections  to  the  new  main.  Approximately  75%  of  the  properties 
involved  are  now  connected. 

Mar lev  Hollows  Extension. 

The  main  supply  to  serve  the  farms  and  premises  situated  between  the 
’’Bird  in  Hand”,  Hilderstone  and  the  Rookery,  Crosswell  has  now  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  all  properties  have  now  been  connected  thereto. 

Whitesitch  Water  Supply. 

The  Council  have  approved  of  mains  extension  to  serve  three  farms  and 
two  cottages  in  Whitesitch  Lane,  Hilderstone.  This  scheme  has  been  sub- 


mittod  to  the  Ministry  for  consideration  and  approval. 

Sharplev  Heath  Supply . 

Representations  have  been  made  for  the  extension  of  the  main  from  the 
’•Bird  in  Hand’1 2 3,  Hilder stone,  some  400  yards  along  the  Stone  Heath  Road. 

This  scheme  is  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  this  Council  and  the 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

SEWERAGE. 

Fulford  Parish. 

The  question  of  main  drainage  to  serve  the  Meir  Heath  District,  namely 
Grindley  Lane,  Hilderstone  Road  and  Birkholme  Drive  as  submitted  by  the 
Consultants  has  now  been  abandoned  and  consideration  is  now  being  given  to 
a  modified  scheme  which  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

A  small  scheme  intended  to  serve  27  promises  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Sand on  Road  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  in  1955  has  now  been  approved 
and  tho  scheme  is  well  in  hand.  This  scheme  will  abate  a  serious  nuisance 
which  has  for  many  years  existed  in  this  part  of  the  district. 

Yarnfield  Sewerage  Scheme. 

A  scheme  was  prepared  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  the  village  of 
Yarnfield  by  means  of  a  small  sewage  disposal  works.  This  scheme  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  his  approval. 

General. 

Some  sewer  extensions  have  also  been  carried  out  to  serve  the  premises 
in  Nicholls  Lane,  Stone  and  Common  Lane,  Meir  Heath. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  being  maintained  satisfactorily  by  three 
refuse  vehicles  and  the  Council  are  continuing  to  use  four  refuse  tips. 

Night  Soil  Collection • 

The  Council  still  operate  two  vehicles  for  tho  collection  of  Night 
Soil  and  one  for  the  cleansing  of  septic  tanks  and  maintaining  small  sewage 
works  vested  in  the  Council.  Night  soil  is  collected  from  all  properties 
in  the  district  not  connected  to  a  main  drainage  system  or  septic  tank  in¬ 
stallation.  The  number  of  prooerties  from  which  night  soil  is  collected  is 
1,252. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  tho  year. 


1.  By  the  Local  Authority . . . . . 62. 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities . . . Nil. 

3.  By  Private  Enterprise . . . . . . 39* 

8* 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956. 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) . . 343 

(b)  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose . ....479 

2.  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  included  under  the  sub-head  (1) 

above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded . 236 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 332 

3.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation . .  35 

4*  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  proceeding  sub-head)  found  not  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation . .  . .  86 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

The  following  information  is  given  in  accordance  with  Article  31  of 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925* 


1.  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  (total  of  sub-heads 

3  and  4  in  previous  section) . 157 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officers  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).... .  96 


3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 
with  a  view  to 

(a)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 


works  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)..... . .  39 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  orders  or  closing  orders . .  8 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 
works . 

(a)  Housing  Act.  1936 . . . . .  5 

(b)  Public  Health  Act.  1936 . . . . . 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices. 

(a)  Housing  Act.  1936  (i)  by  Owners . .  5 

(ii)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  Owners . Nil 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (i)  by  Owners..... . . .  17 

(ii)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  Owners . Nil 

6.  (a)  The  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  section 

11  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936 . . . . .  2 

(b)  The  number  of  closing  orders  made 

(i)  under  Section  12.  Housing  Act.  1936 . Nil 

(ii)  under  Section  3  (1)  Housing  Act.  1949 . Nil 

(iii)  Under  Section  3  (2)  Housing  Act  1949 

in  substitution  of  Demolition  Orders . Nil 

9. 


(iv)  undor  Section  10  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act,  1953 . . . . .  4 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertalcing  was  accepted 
under  sub-section  3  of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 . Nil 

(a)  To  carry  out  works . .Nil 

(b)  To  close  the  house . Nil, 


HOUSING  ACT  1949  -  IMPROVEMENT  GIL1ITS. 

Applications  dealt  with  by  the  Council  during  1956. 

Received. .  ?7.  }  Approved .....  25  Rejected . 1  Not  proceeded  with . 1 

SLUM  CLEAR. iNCE . 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  prepared  a  Slum  Clearance  • 
Scheme  for  the  Township  of  Eccleshall  involving  39  houses  situated  in  Castle 
Street,  Stone  Road,  High  Street  .and  Stafford  Street.  These  Clearance  Areas 
are  under  consideration  by  the  Council. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Two  full  time  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  by  the  Council  for  work  in 
connection  with  rodent  control.  Operations  to  March  1957  are  shown  in 
the  following  table. 

Local  Dwelling  Business  Total.  Agrd 

Authority  Houses.  Premises 


No.  of  properties  inspected  by 
the  L.A.  during  1956+  as  a  result 

(a)  - 

20 

8 

28 

- 

of  (a)  notification  or  (b)  other¬ 
wise.  +Part  1957. 

(b)  10 

149 

44 

203 

600 

No.  of  properties  (under  1)  found 

Major  2 

1 

2 

5 

_ 

to  bo  infested  with  Rats . 

Minor  6 

87 

16 

109 

43 

Mice . . 

Major  - 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Minor 

5 

10 

15 

- 

s 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

8 

79 

25 

112 

19 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

During  the  past  year  Si  Potroleum  Licences  were  issued.  These  Licences 
represent  a  total  capacity  of  30,720  gallons. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Slaughtering  Facilities. 

Two  private  slaughterhouses,  both  in  Ecclesholl  are  licensed  in 
accordance  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act.  1934,  the  licences  to  expire  on 
the  31st  July,  1959* 

Twenty  one  men  were  licensed  to  stun  and  slaughter  animals  under  the 
provision  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  to  1954*  The  licences  open 
ated  until  the  31st  December,  1936. 

Moat  Inspection. 

The  following  table  in  the  prescribed  form  gives  details  of  meat 
inspection  at  the  two  private  slaughter  houses  during  the  year  1936. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

Number  killed. 

.387 

.  25 

1.343 

220 

Number  Inspected. 

387 

25 

1,343 

220 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cvsticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned. 

 3 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

185 

1 

67 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cvsticerci. 

48.32 

- 

4.00 

5.21 

6.36 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

1 

_ 

mam 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

13 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

4.13  . . 

2.27 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

11 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 

11 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  cysticercosis. 


11 
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Notes  on  the  foregoing  table • 


Cysticorcus  bovis.  As  stated  in  the  table  localised  cysticercus  bovis 
was  found  in  11  beasts,  and  after  condemnation  of  the  affected  offals  the 
remainder  of  the  carcases  and  offals  were  consigned  to  cold  storage  at 
Stoke-on-Trent.  The  weight  of  beef  conveyed  to  cold  storage  was  11,984  lb* 

In  the  majority  of  cases  of  part  condemnation  for  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis,  the  organ  affected  was  the  liver,  either  wholly  or  in  part. 

In  cattle  216  livers  were  concerned,  in  sheep  and  lambs  67  and  in  pigs  10 
mainly  due  to  parasitic  conditions. 

Weights  of  moat  condemned. 


Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis. 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

lb. 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

lb. 

Cattle . 

13 

2 

— 

9 

1 

6 

Calves. 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Sheep  and 

lambs. 

2 

1 

26 

- 

- 

Pigs. 

2 

- 

1 

1 

— 

19 

Total 

13 

- 

- 

io 

1 

25 

The 

condemned  meat 

at  the  slaughterhouses 

and  butcher1 

s  promises  was  dis- 

posed  of  by  the  butchers  to  a  manufacturer  of  animal  by  products  (fertilisers 
etc),  this  disposal  being  under  the  control  of  this  Department. 

Inspection  of  Other  Food. 

The  following  amounts  of  foodstuffs  other  than  butcher's  meat  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  various 
owners. 


Canned  Tomatoes . 32  Tins. 

Canned  Meats .  1  Tin. 

Canned  Peaches . 71  Tins. 

Canned  Plums .  5  Tins. 
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Manufactured  Food. 


Four  butchers'  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausage  and 
pressed  meat  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  and  are  kept  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  These  are  the  only  premises  registerable  under  this  Section. 

Ice-Cream. 

During  the  year,  1  shop  was  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice¬ 
cream,  making  a  total  of  44  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Ice-cream 
was  on  sale  at  33  of  these  premises  only. 

Samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  during  the  "season" 
covering  the  six  months  from  April  to  September  and  submitted  for  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination  with  the  following  results. 


Number  Taken . 10. 

Grade  1 .  8. 

Grade  2 .  2. 

Grade  3« . Nil. 

Grade  4 . Nil. 


The  above  results  are  considered  very  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  mobile  vans  used  for  the  retailing  of  ice¬ 
cream  with  the  District  have  been  inspected  and  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factorily  operated. 

Food  Premises. 

The  number  and  types  of  food  businesses  carried  on  in  the  Stone  Rural 
District  are  as  follows: 


General  Provisions . 43- 

Butchery . 7 

Bread,  cakes  &  sugar  conf octionery. . .  2 

Sugar  Confectionery .  6 

Sugar  Confectionery  and  catering.....  3 

Catering . 11 

Greengrocery .  2 

Greengrocery  and  Fish. . .  2 

Fish  &  Chips . 1 

Baking  of  Bread  etc .  2 

Licensed  Victualling. . . 23 

Licensed  Victualling  with  catering 

for  meals  and  refreshments . 19 

Factory  Canteens . 3 

School  Meals  Central  Kitchen. .  1 
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A  total  number  of  332  inspections  were  carried  out  at  food  premises. 

The  Food  &  Drugs  Act.  1935  cane  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  on  the  1st  July.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  a  survey  of  all  food  premises  has  been  commenced  to  ascerta 
the  facilities,  equipment  and  general  standard  of  each,  and  this  survey  will 
be  followed  by  a  request  to  the  occupier  of  each  premises  to  bring  them  up 
to  the  standard  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Several  mobile  shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 

Bye-Laws  for  Handling.  Wrapping  and  Delivery  etc. .  of  Food. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  in  the  enforcement  of  these  bye-law? 
but  attention  has  been  drawn  to  certain  irregularities,  which  have  been 
remedied. 

KNACKER’S  YARDS . 

There  are  still  two  licensed  Knacker’s  Yards  in  regular  use  within  the 
Rural  District,  and  both  now  have  mains  water  supply  laid  on  to  the  premises. 

SALE  OF  MILK. 


Milk  Production. 

Milk  production  at  Dairy  Farms  is  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  through  officers  of  the  County  Agricultural. 

Distribution  of  Milk. 

The  Council  is  the  Registration  Authority  for  dairymen  other  than 
Dairy  Farmers  (Distributors)  and  for  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms:  i.e. 
non-producer  retailers  and  their  premises.  33  dairymen  or  shopkeepers  have 
been  registered  as  Distributors  within  the  Stone  Rural  District  as  follows: 

Operating  from  premises  within  the  District . 13 

Operating  from  premises  outside  the  District. .. .19 
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The  Distributors  from  premises  in  the  Rural  District  either  operate 
from  farm  dairies  (shared  with  a  dairy  farmer)  which  are  registered  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  or  since  they  obtain  their  milk  in 
bottles  from  dairy  farms  and  wholesale  dairies,  and  sell  the  milk  in  the  same 
bottles  unopened,  their  premises  are  not  registerable  as  dairies.  It  should 
be  noted  that  nine  of  these  distributors  are  shopkeepers  selling  sterilised 
milk  from  their  shops. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  some  dairy  farmers  retail  milk  in  the 
district  and  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 

Special  Designations. 

The  following  table  shows  tho  number  and  type  of  licences  issued  to 
distributors  and  producer  retailers  authorising  tho  use  of  Special  Desig¬ 
nations  in  respect  of  milk.  Producer  retailers  are  licensed  only  in  respect 
of  milk  not  produced  from  their  herd,  which  is  sold  retail  by  them  under  a 
special  designation. 

Dealers  licences  are  issued  to  distributors  and  producer  retailers 
operating  from  premises  within  the  District  and  supplementary  licences  to 
those  operating  from  other  areas  subject  to  their  holding  Dealer’s  licences 
from  the  appropriate  licensing  authority. 


Special  Designation. 

Number  of  Dealer’s 
Licences. 

Number  of  Supplementary 
Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

6 

12 

Pasteurised. 

9 

16 

jSterilised. 

11 

12 

Milk  Sampling. 


Routine  samples  of  milk  are  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  who  forward  copies  of  the  reports  on  the 
examination  of  the  samples  by  the  Public  health  Laboratory  to  this  Council. 
The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  the  reports  received  in  respect 
of  samples  taken  during  the  year  1956, 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Biological  Examination 
for  Tuberculosis 

No.  of 

No.  of 

samples 

taken. 

Passed 

Failed 

samples 

taken. 

Negative 

Positive 

Non-de  si  gna  te  d. 

64 

51 

12 

47 

-  -  n  - 

45 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

76 

63 

13 

27 

27 

- 

Pasteurised. 

138 

133 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Sterilised. 

19 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals. 

297 

266 

30 

74 

72 

2 

15 


Bacteriological  Fajhires.  Tho  number  of  failures  remain  about  the  same  as  for 
195 5 ,  although  the  number  of  samples  taken  has  slightly  increased.  The  raw 
milk  failures  are  investigated  by  the  Milk  Regulations  Department  of  tho 
County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  pasteurised  and  sterilised  mill 
failures  by  the  Authorities  in  whose  areas  the  milks  are  processed. 

Tuberculosis.  In  addition  to  the  two  positive  samples  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  table  three  samples  taken  at  a  dairy  in  Birmingham,  from  milk 
produced  in  the  Stone  Rural  District  and  seven  samples  taken  from  farms  by 
the  County  Health  Department  were  found  to  be  positive  to  biological  tests 
for  tuberculosis. 

In  one  case  milk  was  being  retailed  by  the  fanner  concerned,  and  a 
notice  was  served  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949*  prohibiting  the  sale  of  milk  unless  it  was  first  heat  treated.  The 
farmer  agreed  to  send  all  milk  for  heat  treatment.  In  all  other  cases  there 
was  no  retail  sale,  all  the  milk  being  sent  for  processing,  and  no  action 
was  therefore,  necessary. 

Brucella  Abortus.  Notification  was  received  from  the  City  General  Hospital, 
Stoke-on-Trent  of  a  case  of  Undulant  Fever.  The  man  in  question  was  resi¬ 
dent  in  the  Stone  Rural  Area  and  milk  samples  taken  from  the  herd  of  a 
farmer  within  the  area  supplying  him  with  milk  gave  a  positive  Brucella 
abortus  result.  A  notice  was  served  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949* 


SHOPS  ACT  1950. 

There  arc  172  shops  carrying  on  trade  in  the  area,  and  during  the  year 
285  inspections  have  been  made.  Informal  requests  have  been  made  for 
improvement  in  ventilation  and  also  notices  indicating  opening  times.  In 
all  cases  co-operation  has  been  received  from  the  shopkeepers  in  question. 

With  the  exception  of  powers  to  make  orders  suspending  or  altering 
general  closing  hours,  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  have  delegated 
by  agreement  all  their  powers  under  the  Act. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Materials  Act.  1951. 

There  are  not  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act.  within  the  Rural 
District. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT.  1937  &  1948. 

The  following  table  is  an  extract  from  the  statutory  return  submitted 
to  Headquarters.  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 


i-ivauH  iacxx  '-'ox  o#  x  xu-i.  o  ux 

Inspections. 

Number 

L  '-''OX  V  _L  OO  • 

of 

Premises. 

Number  on 
Resistor. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

49 

85 

3 

Nil. 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( cxcludi ng  outworker  s 
premises). 

11 

10 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

....  feQ . 

J25 

3 

. . 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found* 


Cases 

in  which 

defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which 
Prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

3 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

(c)  Not  Separate  for 
Sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Other  Offences. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Total. 

4 

.. 

3 

_ 

Nil 

1 

Nil. 

Outwork.  This  involved  making  etc.  of  wearing  apparel  only. 

No.  of  out-workers  in  August  List  required  by  Section  110(1) . .......3 

No.  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  Council . Nil 

No.  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists . .........Nil 

No.  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises.  Sec  101...... . Nil 

Notices  Served . Nil.  Prosecutions .  Nil 
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